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PALESTINE MISSION. 


a 


ACCOUNT OF THE SABEANS. 


f We have received in the London Jewish Expositor for 
August, a conunuation of the journal of Mr. Wolf. it 
cvntains an interesting account of the Sabeans, who are 
the professed followers of John the Baptist. Mr. Wolf's 
principal information respecting these people, was obtain- 
ed from the son of one of their priests, named Sohoron, 
apparently a candid and honest man, and well instructed 
mm his religion. The information is conveyed inthe form 
of question and answer, but as it occupies much unneces- 
sary space in this form, we avail oursélves of the follow- 
ing abstract from the N. ¥. Observer, which embraces 
all the principal facts: 

Origin of the Sabeans.—Before the Sabeans 
became disciples of John the Baptist they were 
followers of king Pharaoh and Artabanes. In the 
time of Moses, Pharaoh sent them out to attack 
him with sixty tents. Pharaoh’s host and he 
fought, and the host of Pharaoh was conquered ; 
the fame of the conquests of Moses added to the 
number of his followers; a second battle was 
fought, and Pharaoli’s army was overwhelmed in 
the sea. The Sabeans caine out against the Is- 
raelites as enemies. The Israelites became con 
querors and slew the greater part; the remainder 
tled frou the countries around Syria, into foreign 
lands, and thus came to Aleppo, Gorno, Bassorah, 
Shustar, and other places where they now are es- 
tablished. 

-Vumber of the Sect.—At Shustar there are 2000 
souls; at Sook Alshuk, 4000 souls ; on the right 
bank of the river, 4000 souls; at Gorno, 2000 
‘souls: and at Bassorah, 130. ‘The total number 
of Sabeans, is thas, 12,150. 

Their Creed.—'The Sabeans believe in the ex- 
istence of a Divine being, whom they represent 
as consisting of Haya Kadmaya, who never was 
seen by men; Haya Dishnaya, which is Jesus, 
who has seen Haya Kacmaya ; and Haya Tlitaya, 
who is St. Jolin, who can onlv see Haya Kadmaya 
by means of Haya Dishnavya! They have images 
of these three Hayas, and worship the Divine Be 
ing through the images. They do not believe 
that the images can perform miracles, but the be- 
ings represented by the image perform miracles 
through the image. 

They believe that St. John the Baptist was a 
prophet, that his mother who was called Anashwa, 
lost him, after his birth, for twenty-three years, 
when news was brought that he had appeared on 
the banks of the Jordan; his mother was past the 
age of child-bearing when he was born, and no 
one knew his lineage. 


‘ 





They believe Christ to be the Spirit of God, a 
greater than John; but St. John baptized him, 
and he was his tuter. Christ did not die, for how 
was it possible, say they, that nails could have 
been put into his feet—er that he could have been 
crucified, being the Spirit of God? The body 
which was nailed to the cross by the Jews, was not 
his real body, but one similar, sent by God to ans- 
wer that end. Even St. John was not killed, bat 
only a likeness of him; both he and Christ now 
live; and both will come again. 

They believe in ttre everlasting punishment of 
the wicked, hut they think the man who has not 
sinned much purifies himself by baptism. 

When a man dies, they believe an angel comes 
with a body, resembling the body of the deceased, 
into which the soul passes and is carried away. 
This new body they say, which is pure as glass, re- 
mains on the earth forty days, and then entirely 
leaves the world. : 

They believe in the second advent of the Mes- 
siah. When as many ages shall pass away as are 
already past then he will come. 

They believe that Christians will be saved: 
but they regard Mahomed as a false prophet.— 
They detest the Jews and Mahomedans, and 
believe that no circumcised person can be sa- 
ved. 

They believe that the only method of obtaining 
forgiveness of sins is by baptism. When aman 
commits a sin of a very heinous character, he goes 
on the next Sunday tothe bishop, is baptized, and 
remains with the bishop three days. 

They believe in the existence of the devil. He 
is called Shebaya; his eyes are vertical, and his 
feet cloven. 

They believe in the existence of angels, whom 
they represent as beings who never eat or drink, 
but have the sense of smelling and a kind of body, 
but net like the body of a man. 

They take the text of their sacred book as 
their only guide in matters of faith, and do not be- 
lieve in the infallibility of any of their bishops or 
priests. 

They believe that it is wrong to eat any animal 
having a tail, as the horse, camel, buffalo, &e. 
but those which have short tails they eat, as sheep, 


c. 

They believe that John the Baptist had the 
power of working miracles, and relate as an exam- 
ple of it, that when a boy desired to be baptized, 
St. John took him from Syria to Shush and per- 
formed the rite, and brought him back to Syria in 
a few seconds. 

Their mode of Baptism.—They baptize chil- 
dren as well as adults. The children are bapti- 
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zed when they are thirty days old. The bishop 
or priest takes the child to the banks of the river ; 
a relative or friend holds the child near the surface 
of the water, while the priest sprinkles the ele- 
ment upon the child, and with prayers they name 
the child. 

Their views of circumciston.—They abhor cir- 
cumcision and excision. Kven in shaving their 
heads, they take the utmost care fo prevent the 
cuttings from falling on their body ; and should 
any fall, they must be re-baptized by three or 
four priests to purify them. Every one who is cir- 
cumcised is lost, and can never enter the world of 
light: they will remain in the lower world. 

Thetr Marriages.—The Sabeans generally have 
but one wife. Attheir marriages three Tarmida 
[priests] and one Ganjawra [bishop] are invited 
with the bride and bridegroom, and ten of the 
most intimate friends to a feast, consisting of seven 
trays of different food, during the eating of which, 
prayers are said, and conviviality is continued for 
three successive days. 

They do not allow of divorce, but they kill 
their wives in case of adultery, which is most 
surely found out at the time of baptism ; for the 
burden of that sin always lies so heavy on the 
conscience, that she will desire to be baptized, 
and then every one knows the reason of her re- 
quest. 

Their Tarmida or priests are allowed to marry 
virgins, but not widows. The bishop is not al- 
lowed to marry asecord time, should he become a 
widower. 

Funeral rites.—They bring white linen, a shirt, 
hat, and cover, for the dead, and a girdle such as 
Christ wore, when they take the body to the grave; 
they throw three handfuls of dust over the depart- 
ed, and when the burial is completed, they impress 
three seals upon the grave. 

Their Sabbaths.—-Sunday is kept holy, and 
prayers inthe morning and cvening are offered 
up, some repeated from memory, and some read. 

Fasts and Feasts.—They never fast, but ob- 
serve abstinence: for thirty-two days they ab 
stain from meat: they eat nothing prepared 
by Mahomedans: they eat no flesh, only veget- 
ables. 

They have a feast called Tanya, for five days 
in the month of May ; and Parnawat, whichis the 
birth of Christ. 

Sacred Books.—They have a book called Sa- 
dra Raba, which was originally written by St. 
John the Baptist, and continued by several holy 
men. Mr. Wolf obtained a copy of this work.— 
He describes it as a book containing 464 pages 
written in Sabean characters, which very much 
resemble the Chaldee. It is begun from the two 
ends of the book, and written to the centre The 
right side is called Yemeena, and the left Shem- 
dala. On the right the affairs of Christians are 
treated of, and their congenerate sects ; and the 
left relates, to Mahomet and the jews. The Sa. 
dra treats of events previous to the time of Noah. 
It contains not only history, but likewise prophe- 
cies. It prophecies of the occurrence of Islam, 
and its various observances, and also of the sec- 
ond coming of Messiah, and the date of his com- 
ing. According to the Sadra Raba, Jesus shal! 
come a second time—*till when, (it says) keep 
ae from idolatry and opposing sects. The 

essiah when be comes, shal] have the creation 
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in his hand, and will receive to himself the pro- 
fessors of his faith, and will destroy his enemies, 
He will come with the sound of a trumpet, an- 
nouncing his approach.” Of Islam it says, that 
you must avoid it—it is false. 

Language.—Their language is altogether Sy- 
riac, although the characters are somewhat differ- 
ent. Asaspecimen of some of the words to show 
the similarity, Maara, is God; Raba, is Lord ; 
Lahma, is bread; Rekeea, is sky ; Araa, is earth ; 
Yanka or Beraya, is son. They have also the 
vulgar Sabean, and the language of the book of 
Sadra Raba. 

Consecration of Bishops.—They bave Tarmida 
(priests) and Ganjawra (bishops.) The Tarmida 
is the successor of John the Baptist, and the Gan- 
jawra is the successor and representative of Jesus 
Christ. In consecrating a bishop they observe 
the following ceremonies: Representations are 
made of Jesus, the Virgin Mary, St. John, and 
the Holy Spirit in the form of a dove, and of the 
heavenly host, which are placed in the church in 
two recesses, opposite to each other. The Tar- 
mida and Ganjawra are present with the Sabean 
congregation. The Tarmida is kept awake for 
seven days and nights, reading the holy books ; at 
the end of which time, the Tarmida, as the rep- 
resentative of St. John, baptizeth the Ganjawra, 
the representative of Christ—the lesser baptizeth 
the greater! 

Lord’s Supper.—Every Sabean has in his house 
a portion of barley meal, and some juice of rai- 
sins, blessed by his priest, a small cake of which 
is made, which they eat with a portion of wine. 
Should the priest be present, he blesseth it a sec- 
ond time; if not, they eat it the same notwith- 
standing ; they take the supper at marriage and at 
baptism. 

Their hatred tothe Jews.—They entertain a bit- 
ter hatred to the Jews. “My feeling towards 
the Jews is this,” said Sohoron, when questioned 
on this point by Mr. Wolf, ‘I was once a gold- 
smith, and I should like to employ my time in 
making pins of brass, to collect them in a heap, 
and bury in a grave with living Jews, that the 
points might prick them and increase their suffer- 
ings.” 

They consider Moses as their great enemy, 
and are not in possession of the books which he 
wrote. They say he was a bad man, and tried to 
bring the whole world into subjection. They also 
entertain enmity to Abraham, as the author of cir- 
cuincision and of all troubles. Solhoron said, that 
the very day Abraham commenced the rite of cir- 
cumcision, their ancestors condemned the Jews, 
saying, “that all will go to heaven except those ot 
the circumcision !” 

Ceremonies on entering Church.—There is wa- 
ter flowing near the gate of every church; when a 
person enters he takes water and washes his 
eyes, then passes his right hand from the right 
temple to the left, saying a short prayer to this 
effect, ‘I have sealed myself with the seal of the 
Being ; in the name of the Creator preserve me!” 
Then he goes on and says a prayer standing ; and 
then he sits down: and reads a portion of the Sa- 
dra. 

Their ideas of Hell.—At the last day they be- 
lieve that the large dragon will eat the earth from 
offthe pole on which it stands. An earth pure 
as glass shall then appear, and rewards and pun- 
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ishments will be dealt out among men. The 


wicked will be taken to a place where they shall’ 


pierce their own bodies with hot iron, to the sound 
of drums and musical instruments, 

Their Dress.—In regard to the dress of the Sa- 
beans, they usually wear a_ turbau of silk, the 
ground white and striped with red; a girdle of 
wool’ round the waist, a linen shirt and cotton 
trowsers, with a camel’s hair cloth like the Arabs. 
But in church they appear dressed entirely in white 
linen. 

Story of St. John the Baptist.—Sohoron related 
the following story of John the Baptist: as St. 
John was one day preaching near a Jewish syna- 
gegue, a daughter of Israel heard him, and was 
deeply impressed with his doctrine. She went 
over to him, with the intention of being baptized. 
The Jews rose in arms to reclaim their daughter. 
St. John defied the utmost power of their arms, 
and declared that neither sword could slay him. 
nor lance pierce him. The Jews rushed to the 
conflict, but they found their arms unavailing. St. 
Johu was then thrust in a furnace, but he issued 
from it in the beauty of youth, and with a nosegay 
of flowers in his hand. The Jews seeing this 
abandoned their daughtcr, and she was baptized 
by St. Joha. 


FROM THE MISSIONARY REGISTER. 


UNION OSAGE MISSION. 








Admission of Mrs. B.to the Church, and Baptism 
of five children. 


May ist. Lord’s Day.—In the morning, preach- 
ed to the Indians at Hopefield. In the atternoon, 
adininistered the sacrament at Union, and receiv- 
ed to our communion the wife of Wim. B., and 
baptized five of her children. She appears to be 
a sincere child of God, and we have this day re- 
ceived her as a sister in Christ. It was affecting 
to see the tears trickling from her eyes, while she 
gave herself up to God, Her husband was pre- 
sent, and though he did not oppose the step she 
took, vet did not assist in presenting the children 
for bajitisin, but sat during the exercises, in his 
humting shirt, with his bel: and knife round his 
waist. He has been a Wicked man, and cruel to 
this woman, who is his second wife, and much 
younger than himself; but it is said he treats her 
nich better of late, and respects her for her piety, 
which appears to shine before all. 


Civil Governmeni established at Hopcfield. 


May 13th,—Held a council with the Indian set- 
tlers at Hopefield ; they had for a few Sabbaths 
become more negligent about attending worship. 
The question proposed by brother Vaill was this, 
“ shall I come here on the Sabbath, or go to the 
great Village” They answered, “ we wish you 
to preach here ; our tarrying at home was not de- 
signed neglect, but it was owing to sickness or 
some other cause.” Another subject was, the pre- 
servation of peace among themselves; they had 
some strife about their fields. Tally being provi- 
dentially present, after sitting as a spectator some 
time, said, when we came to this subject, “I beg 
liberty to speak a word, Q. Who is the chief of 
this Village ? A. Maneh Pershe. Q. What are 
the rest called ? A. Osage Settlers. @. Who are 
the braves or soldiers to assist the chief A. There 
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are none. appointed for this purpose.” He then 
said it would be good to have such men; that in 
the nation were thirteen counsellors to assist the 
chiefs in counselling and judging, and forty braves 
to execute their orders, and do justice. At this 
suggestion, three persons were nominated, and set- 
tled upon as counsellors to aid the chief in pre- 
serving peace; this was a thing greatly desired 
by Brother Chapman, but he thouglit it would-be 
necessary to invite Col. Arbuckle, or some other 
officer of our Government to be present, and as- 
sist in forming a civil government ; little thinking, 
perhaps, that this honour was reserved for Tally. 
His coming out thus friendly to the settlement, 
excites in our breasts very lively gratitude to God, 
who has all hearts in bis hands. Another object 
of this counsel was, to take account of the names 
and number of the settlers, their progress, wants, 
&c. and make out a report to the Agent, and to 
the Society at New York ; which was effected. 


Mad Buffalo and Little Eagle. 


May 31st.—This day Br. Vaill was present at 
an Indian counsel, held at Cantonment Gibson. 
Mad Bulfalo, who returned a few weeks since with 
Little Eagle, from Little Rock, exhibited his par- 
don, signed at Washington, by John Quincy 
Adams, Pres. U. S. on the 7th of March last. 
The Buffalo appears quite happy; says he shall 
never more molest the Whites, and thinks, that 
now a mutual friendship exists between him and 
them; and he is said to give his people good 
counsel. We feel thankful for his release and re- 
turn, supposing that by this course, more good will 
be done tothe nation, than by his having been sac- 
rificed. The Indians are indeed ignorant; and 
the deed for which the Buffalo was tried and con- 
demned, admitted of many palliations. May the 
Lord overrule the whole of this affair for the good 
of the nation—for his own glory. 


Extract of a Letter from the Rev. Mr. Vaill, dated 
Union, July 4th, 1825. 


To-day Clamore arrived from St Lonis, where 
he has been to sell his country ; I conclude, though 
he speaks somewhat reservedly, that he has bar- 
gained away the most, or all, to the American 
Government. I have only time to say, that in our 
view, there is in this nothing alarming to the 
friends of Western Missions. We have this day 
heard by the Indians coming from St. Louis, who 
passed Harmony, of the death of Mrs. Montgome- 
ry, on the 7th of June. This was truly an unex- 
pected event! The number of our Indian school 
at this date is twenty-six. 


SENECA MISSION, 


Return of the Missionaries. 


_ Our readers will recollect that at the last ses- 
sion of the New York legislature, a law was passed 
allowing the missionaries and teachers at this sta- 
tion, with the consent of the judges of the county 
court to return to the reservation, from which they 
had been removed under a defective clause of the 
former law. There has been considerable delay 
in carrying the provisions of the new law into el- 
fect. It was considered necessary by the judges 
that a conference should be had between them- 
selves and the Indians before a proper decision 
could be had onthe sabject, and, it was a long” 
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time before the judges could be convened for this 
purpose. Weare happy, however, now to state, 
that, all obstacles have at length been overcome, 
and that full permission has been granted to 
the missionaries to return. Mr. Harris writes from 
Buffalo under date of the 5th of August, as fol- 
lows : 

“T have at length the pleasure of informing 
you, that we are licensed to preach the gospel and 
teach among the Seneca Indians. [ succeeded 
yesterday in convening three of the judges of the 
county ; notice was also given in season to the 
chiefs of both parties, requesting them ali to come 
over immediately. None appeared but the Chris- 
tian chiefs ; from their representations, and from 
the documents, which they furnished from the 
agents, the judges were entirely satisfied as to the 
propriety of their claims, and informed them, after 
a pretty close investigation of their views, that 
their petition for the return of the missionaries 
among them was granted. Joy sat on every 
countenance at this intelligence; they caught 
hold of the hands of the justices and shook them 
soundly, repeating, ‘ili ne au wayh,’ ‘I greatly 
thank you.’ We sball make arrangements to re- 
turn immediately. What isto be the issue of all 
this, will be fully disclosed in the doings of Eter- 
nity. Pray for us,” 





CATARAUGUS MISSION. 


Dedication of the Indian Meeting House. 


A meeting-house 32 feet by 28, has been re- 
cently erected by the Indiansat Catarangus. It 
was dedicated to Almighty God on Sunday the 
3d of Jujy. The following account of the pro- 
ceedings on that interesting occasion is from the 
Journal of Mr. Harris. 


“ Have just returned from a visit to the Cata- 
raugus station. The object of my visit was, to at- 
tend the dedication of the church erected there by 
the Indians. This little chapel is finished in a 
manner highly creditable to the Cataraugus peo- 
ple ; itis pleasantly located, framed of good ma- 
terials, well plastered, and accommodated with 
seats. I received an invitation from tke chiefs, 
requesting me to come and preach to their people 
in the new building, and also to assist in solemnly 
dedicating it to Almighty God. The Indian 
brethren at the Seneca village were also invited to 
accompany us and join in the solemnities. About 
twenty thought proper to comply with this invita- 
tion. Onentering the chapel on Sabbath morn- 
ing we found it crowded to overflowing. White 
men, and red and black, of both sexes, had assem- 
bled from the couutry around, to the distance of 
ten or twelve miles, to join in the exercises of the 
day. 

The chief warrior opened the meeting with an 
address to the white people present, explaining the 
pleasure he felt in seeing so many of his brethren, 
(the whites,) assembled with his own people for 
the worship of the great and good Spirit. He as- 
sured them that this house should be always open 
on the Sabbath, to them, whenever any were dis- 
posed to ineet with them for the worship of our com- 
mon Saviour. After prayer, an address was made 
through an interpreter, founded on Acts vii. 48— 
60. ‘*Heavenis my throne, and earth is my foot 
stool ; what house will ye build me saith the Lord, 
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and what is the place of my rest? Hath not my 
hand made all these things?’ After this, a dedi- 
cation hymn was sung by the childen of the mis- 
sion school, which added much interest to the ex- 
erciseof the day. Hymns were also sung by the 
natives in their own language. In the afternoon, 
the Lord’s supper was administered to the mission 
families, the native converts, and to a number of 
strangers of the different churches who had come 
up to attend ‘this feast of love.’ It was truly an 
interesting spectacle, and one in which our souls 
did bless our God and Saviour ; to behold gather- 
ed around the sacred board, a little group of hum- 
ble worsbippers of different ages, complexions, and 
tongues, but all joining in the song of solemn 
praise, and bowing with apparent humility and 
love at the same holy altar. Our faith was strength- 
ened in the Divine declaration that, § all nations 
shall come and worship before him,’ and that he 
would ‘frame out of the nations of the earth a 
people for his praise.’ ” 


MACKINAW MISSION. 

“The children,” says Mr. Heydenburk, ina let- 
ter to the Secretary, “are now brought under a 
general system of order, which has been establish- 
ed both in the family and in the school, and they 
seem to be well pleased with good rules and sys- 
tematic operations. Our comimands seldom have 
to be repeated, and we are not often called to cor- 
rect a child far any contention or disturbance. On 
the other hand, we are much pleased with the har- 
mony whieh prevails in their intercourse with each 
other. They are mild and amiable in their dispo- 
sitions, and in some instances seem to have clian- 
ged the character of the savage for that of the 
lamb. 

I now entertain no doubt in relation to the ea- 
pacity of the Indians for learning. From my ar- 
rival tothe present time, | have noticed the opei- 
ing of their infant minds, and can say with conili- 
deuce that, in all my acquaintance with children, 
[ have never found such vivacity, such brilliancy, 
such strong original powers of mind, as I daily 
discover in these natives of the forest; and their 
feelings are as quick, as keen, and as strong as 
their intellect. We find them generally fond of 
labour, and faithful to what is committed to their 
trust. This is the result of that noble ambition 
which they naturally possess. 

It is worthy of remark that Indian children in 
our schools have made greater improvement than 
whites possessing the same advantages. From 
this fact, and from others already mentioned, it is 
evident that if the proper means are used the day 
is not far distant, when this long- neglected people 
will be raised to their proper rank among human 
beings.” 

The present number of children in the family is 
sixty, four of whom have been recently sent from 
the Lake of the Woods, a distance of 500 miles. 
The number belonging to the school is 108. 





FROM THE RECORDER AND TELEGRAPH. 


WHAT CONSTITUTES A REAL CHRISTIAN ? 

If a correct answer to this question is rendered, 
unerceptionably, it will, I think, settle the existing 
controversy, with which a cousiderable portion of 
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mankind who possess the Bible, are agitated at the 
present time. It appears to me that the correct 
auswer may be rendered, so that all honest men, 
who profess to believe the Scriptures, may acqui- 
esceinit. If it is thus given, and if men are hon- 
est, so far as they become acquainted with the an- 
swer they werll acquiesce in it, and cease to contend 
abont it. 

This answer I will attempt to give without re- 
ference to sects, or denominations. The Christian 
character, or the real Christian, is not confined to, 
ot limited within, any one sect or Genomination 
of professing Christians. Stil, the character is 
one, and it is only one, be it found where it may. 

In answering this question, [ will premise seve- 
ral things, which I suppose will not be denied. 

{. Jesus Christ is the sole author of Christianity ; 
and he bas taught man what constitutes the real 
Christian. Human opinions, unless they corres- 
pond with what he has taught, are of no impor- 
tance in tis mgniry. 

II. Menkind are not naturally born Christians. 
Ifthey are, there can be no difference, in this res- 
pect, between Jews, Mahometans, Pagans, Heath- 
ens, and professed Christians. Surely men are 
not born Christians. 

lif. Men are either born sinners, or they be- 
come sinners after they are born. [Here I have 
nothing to say about original sin, nor total depra- 
vity ;—these are not material to my purpose.|]— 
God views them all as sianers, after they attain to 
moral sgency: and the experieuce of every obser- 
ving man, and the policy of every enlightened civil 
government, confirins this view of the Most High, 
respecting their being sinuers. 

lV. God, through the whole extent of the Bible, 
views sinners as his enemies, and real Christians 
as his fliends. 

V. A real Christian, then, is something which 
no man is, ashe is born into the world; or at Jeast, 
as he becomes, when he at‘ains to moral agency. 
For all are sinners then. 

VI. Jesus Christ, the author of Christianity, 
has said, “Ye must be born again”—* Except a 
man be horn again, he cannot see [he cannot en 
ter into] the kingdom of God.” And he adds, 
“ Marvel not that J said unto you, ye must be born 
again.” 

VII. In these declarations, doubtless, Jesus 
Christ meant something. What did he mean? 

1. He did not mean simply, that a man must 
be well educated—or that such as are thus educa- 
ted, are, of course, “ born again.” There are ma- 
ny persons, (and there have been many in past 
cenerations) thus educated,—civil, affable, and 
even generous,—who have been practically drunk- 
ards, duellists, fornicators, adulterers, and profane 
swearers; and who have carried these characters 
to their graves. Surely these were not what Jesus 
Christ intended by being “ born again.” God calls 
all such, sinners, and his enemies. 

2. He did not mean simply, that men must 
have an acquaintance with the contents of the 
Bible, by a careful study of the Scriptures.— 
Hume, Gibbon, Bolingbroke, Tindal, Collins, 
Kaims, Adam Smith, Voltaire, J. J. Rosseau, and 
very many others, examined the Bible with much 
industry. But were they real Christians? Did 
they not openly avow their disbelief of the Scrip- 
tures, as a divine revelation ? 

3. He meart something more than a man’s 
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becoming a finished gentleman or a good scholar. 
Lord Chesterfield was both. But did Lord Ches- 
terfield himself claim that he was a real Christian ? 
{n these respects, Lord C. has not stood, nor does 
he now stand, alone. 

4. By “born again,” Jesus Christ meant some- 
thing different from a speculative admission of the 
alleged fact, that the Bible isa revelation from 
God to men, There have been,—yea, there are 
now,—not a few persons, who admit this as a fact, 
aid declare they believe it ; who, notwithstanding, 
live, from: day to day, and from year to year, ha- 
bitually intemperate, even to drunkenness; and 
who are habitually and openly vicious in other re- 
spects, Nota few such are known to the writer 
of this, at this moment; and others have been, who 
are pow in a premature grave. Are these real 
Christians ? 

I do uot believe that the liberality of even the 
present age, will answer iu the affirmative, and 
undertake, publicly, to vindicate the answer as 
correct. 

What then does Jesus Christ mean, by a man’s 
being “born again.” 

Inswer. <A birth, in the natural world, is the 
beginving of a life. This we see everyday. We 
are ourselves evidences of it. Once we did not 
live. Now we do live; and we begau to live when 
we were born, Is there any parallel, any simili- 
tude, in the application of the terms used by Jesus 
Christ in reference to the object he had in view ? 
If so, what isit? Is it not used by him in a spir- 
itual sense—or (if you prefer the expression) in a 
moral sense 2? If so, does it not necessarily imply 
the beginning of a new life in him who is “ boro 
again 7” ¥ 

What then is this new life, thus begun (and then 
begun) when a man is “ born again,” but a change 
of disposition in him who is “born again;” a 
change from enmity against God, to friendship 
with him? In other words, a change from an en- 
emy to a friend of God. 

I will ouly add, that I am (what I truly am,) 
A Passing STRANGER, 


CLERICAL CONDUCT. 


We lately gave a brief narrative illustrating this 
grand quality ; and will entertain our readers with 
another, iv which the denoument was more remark- 
able, 

Visiting, soon after his entrance on the ministry, 
the church of W——, in Georgia, Mr. F. foand 
the pastor in a state which looked something like 
despondency, and something like lukewarmness, 
By the former of these words, however, he descri- 
bed it himself. *Do you carry the Gospel into 
your people’s houses?’ asked Mr. F. ‘No.’ ‘How 
‘I have not the faculty of conversing in pri- 
vate on religion.’ ‘Well come now,’ said his vis- 
itor, ‘make a fair trial, we'll go out together.’ The 
chaise was ordered. After a few calls, the tongue 
of the pastor was loosed a little. Returning home, 
however, they came within sight of a mansion that 
betokened the lordling of theneighbourhood. ‘We 
stop in here?’ said Mr. F. * That is a house,’ re- 
plied the pastor, ‘where we can expect nothing 
but outrage.’ His companion observing the state 
of his feelings, submitted, and they passed on. 

The next day a lecture was resolved on for the 
succeeding evening, and while the pastor was en- 


so?” 
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gaged in his study, his guest preposed to ride out 
alone. He had learned that the lady and sister of 
the formidable individual just mentioned, were per- 
sons to whoin he had before been introduced. He 
approached the mansion, and casting a glance 
obliquely through the row of trees that led from 
the gate to the portico, observed the planter sitting 
ata window, apparently intent ona book. He 
walked up to the door, before which an enormous 
mastiff lay sleeping, seemingly emblematic of the 
character given of hismaster. Passing the animal, 
he gently applied his hand to the knocker. No 
servant seemed within hearing of the hall, and on 
rappmg again, a brief inquiry of ‘who’s there ? 
came from the inner room. Mr. F. without wait- 
ing longer, approached its open door. The plant- 
er turned his eyes, and almost imperceptibly star- 
ted. He had seen and heard of Mr. F. Witha 
slight bow, ‘Is Mrs. H. at home, sir? ‘ No,’ wheel. 
ing his chair so as to present his back more broad- 
ly to his visitor. ‘Is Miss H. at home, sir?’ ‘No, 
—in the same attitude. After a dead pause: ‘ft 
will oblige me to have them told that Mr. F. called 
on them ; and with an invitation to a lecture at Mr. 
M’s to morrow evening’ He was answered by a 
contemptuous silence. ‘Shall we have the pleas- 
ure of seeing you there, sir?? ‘Me? ‘Yes sir.’ 
© Of such things I never think.’ The planter was 
thrown off his guard by being got beyond his mo- 
nosyllable. ‘Not think, sir, said Mr. F. with 
somewhat feigned astonishinent, ‘why not?’ ‘1 
have other use for my time.’ ‘Well then, sir, 
permit me to say, you are better off than most of 
your neighbours; [ have heard several of them 
make the same confession; but they have no ex- 
cuse, aid plead none.’ ‘With men of my stand- 
ing, I'd lave you know it’s otherwise.’ * Well if 
the plea is good now, it will stand good ; you would 
do well, sir, toremember it.2 * Besides, let me 
tell you, the people you would call religious are, 
after all their pretensions, of such character, I 
would have nothing to do with them.’ ¢ Another 
excuse—so much the better! Bear them both in 
mind, sir, they will stand you in great stead: your 
neighbours, I repeat, are much worse off; they 
plead guilty to the charge of neglecting the salva- 
tion of God, and acknowledge it would be just in 
him to condemn them; they are self/-condemned 
already: You have excuses, which if good now, 
will be found good at the great day ; and that day 
is but a span’s length before you.’ His displeas- 
ure now seemed rising so rapidly, that Mr. F. judg- 
ed it prudent to desist, and left him with these 
words. 

The next day, he repeated his call on the ladies, 
who received him with something of an awkward 
civility. With as little delay as possible, he how- 
ever engaged them in conversation on the great 
topic ; and got them considerably interested by it, 
before the planter appeared. On entering, his 
glance fell on Mr. F. with something very differ- 
ent from a welcome. Mr. F., however, was now 
too much engaged to feel it. Respectfully bowing 
to him as the master of the house, he continued 
conversing with the females. His host, after a 
few moments of apparent agitation and perplexi- 
ty, stood and listened. Mr. F. now made all he 
said, to bear directly on his case. 

At the proper juncture,—a moment when he 
saw he could do it innpressively, he rose to take 
leave of them. Bowing to the ladies, he was ex- 
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tending his hand to the knob of the door, when 
the planter anticipated him. With his other hand 
he seized Mr. F’’s, as the reclosing door shut them 
both out inthehall. It was the grasp, F. thought 
for a moment, of rage ; and he was summoning his 
patience to bear whatever should come, when he 
felt the head of the planter drop on his shoulder, 
and saw that his agitation was actually from grief. 
* Why—what’s the matter, Mr. H. 2?) Mr. H. was 
speechless. * What can I do for you, sir? ‘QO, 
lam a wretched, reined man! * Why, sir, you 
felt safe enough yesterday, with excuses in plenty.’ 
‘ But they are gone, sir, and I am undone.’ Mr. 
F. would give him but a moment or two, and left 
hima—as he hoped not to himself. 


Aimer. Journal of Letters. 
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BURNING OF A NEGRO. 

The burning of a negro for the marder of a white man, 
which was located by the northern papers in Georgia, 
took place, it seems, in Greenville Dist. S.C. The owner 
of the black resided in Georgia, but the crime was commit- 
ted in S. Carolina ; “ and the punishinent,” says the Geor- 
gia Missionary, in vindicating its state from the infamy of 
the act, “was inflicted by her laws, and not ours.” Is it 
indeed true, that the laws of any cirilized state mast bear 
this blot! Is law “ the perfection of reason,” and are its 
degrees of crime graduaied by the color of the aggressor! 
The black kills bis oppressor, to whom he was bound by 
no law but the law of tyrants, and is burat ; as ifthe death 
of a dog were too good forhim. Change their skins, and 
ihe punishment is a paltry penalty! Make the master the 
slave, and his conduct would have been justified and ap- 
plauded, 





NEW JERUSALEM. 


REVIVAY OF THE JEWISN GOVERNMENT—APPOINT- 
MENT OF A JUDGE OF ISRAEL—FOUNDATION 
OF A CITY OF REFUGE. 

The Buffalo papers eontain under the above head, the 
relation of a set of proceedings so strange and novel, that 
we hardly know whether to give them credence or not. 
At all events, it has come upon us so suddenly that we 
know not at present wiih what thoughts or remarks it 
should be met. 

The comedy runs thus.—Mr. M. M. Noah, Editor of 
the New-York Advocate, purchased some time since, as 
was announced in the public prints, a portion of Grand 
Island in Niagara river, with an intention to lay there, the 
foundation of a City of Refuge for the Jews from all parts 
of the world. 


On the 15th inst. the ceremony of laying the corner- . 


stone of this city, to be called the City of Ararat, was cel- 
ebrated in the Episcopal Church at Buffalo; attended 
with Masonic and Military parade, and a speech from Mr. 
Noah, announcing the re-organization of the Jewish Gov- 
ernment. Mr. Noah then issues a Proclamation, begin- 
ning thus :— 

“ Whereas,” &e. &c.—-“ Therefore, I, Morpecar 
Manvet Noan, Citizen of the United States of Ameri- 
ca, late Consul of the said States for the city and king- 
dom of Tunis, High Sheriff of New-York, Counsellor at 


Law, and by the grace of God Governor and Judge of Is- 
rael, have issued this my proclamation. 


The proclamation goes on to invitethe Jewish people 
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io their Asylam—describes the advantages of its situation 
—declares the re-establishment of the Jewish Govern- 
ment—orders a census of the Jews throughout the world 
—invites emigration—comwmands a neutrality in the wars 
between the Greeks and Turks—abolishes polygamy 
among the Jews—admits the Indians of America to be 
descendaats of the lost tribes of Israe!—and finally, levies 
a tax apon each Jew throughout the world, of three she- 
kels of silver, or one spanish dollar per annum, and names 
commissioners to carry into effect his orders. 

This is a medley so strange, inconsistent, and impious, 
to christian ears, that “ we wonder,” with the New-York 
Observer, “ that the citizens of Buffalo could give their 
countenance to such insanity. 

“The Jews,” to adopt the language of Mr. Noah’s 
speech, “ have long been captives in a land of strangers — 
have long submitted patiently to oppression—have long 
anxiously expected a temporal deliverance ;” and any at- 
tempt at their deliverance and independence asa Nation, 
we should view with interest: And, if they ean accom- 
modate their minds toa communion with us, of the bles- 
sings which the religion of Christ bas secured us, we 
have no objection to their establishment among us, 

But the present attempt does not appear to be a rational 
ene. We shall not consent, if éhey can, to a common use 
of the church and table of Christ, whom they crucify, nor 
think much of the sincerity of a creed, that is so accom- 
modating. And we fear, that the world will as lightly 
treat the authority of their new self-created High-priest. 


REVIVALS OF RELIGION. 

We understand the revival which we have before men- 
tioned, ia Litchfield, still continues, and is gradually ex- 
tending over that large and populous town. More than 
70 were numbered as the hopeful subjects of the work 
two or three weeks ago, and we cannot but hope, from 
ihe steady progress of the work, and the clearand distinct 
manner, in which the people of that place are taught the 
dectrines of grace, that the biessing will be contiaucd, 
‘till there shall not be room to receive it.’ 

A Revival has recentiy commenced in Lubec, in the 
eastern part of Maine. About 30 are said to be rejoicing 
iu hope. There is also a revival of considerable promise 
in Granby, Ms. 


REVIVAL AMONG THE MOUHAWES. 





An extract of a letter froin the Rev. Alvin Tor- 
ry, a Methodist missionary among the Mohaw a 
jndians, on Grand River, in upper Canada, says: | 
* Such extraordinary outpourings of the Spirit of 

God, have probably not been witnessed since the 

days of the Apostles. Last Sabbath I had the 
satisfaction of baptizing forty: live ar Is, Who 
had lately professed faith in Christ. We have one 
hundred converted Indians in one Society, and a 
very promising school at the mission house, Tam 
about to set off to the west, to establish anothe: 
mission, nearly sixty miles from this, and build a 
house for that purpose. The subject of Indian 
inissions has become so popular, so interesting 
and important, that the goversor of the province 
proposestoassist. The religious excitementamong 
these red men of the forest cannot be described. 
There are constantly new gpenings for preaching, 
and a general turning to the Lord.” 





Ar Cenrrevitir, (Ohio.}—On Sunday, the} 
4th inst. 35 persons wer@ admitted to the commu- 
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nion of the church at Centreville, Columbiana 
county, Ohio, and from 25 to 30 more are said to 
be seeking the blessings of the kingdom of God. 
The Presbyterian congregation of Centreville was 
organized three years ago. Rev. Jas. Robertson, 
pastor of Bethel and Bethsaida congregations, has 
been employed thee only one sixth part or histume 
in the performance of ministerial duty, since May, 
1824; and since the third Szbbath of September 
following, fifty-six have been added to the church. 
Within the last four years, two hundred aud thirty- 
four have been added to the churches under Mr. 
Robertson’s care.— Pittsburg Recorder. 





REVIVAL IN AN EPISCOPAL PARISH. 


The Rev. Thomas G. Allen, Rector of Prince 
George’s Parish, Montgomery county, Md. writes 
as follows: 

During the past winter the Lord was pleased to 
visit this ‘parish with an unusual outpouring : of his 
Spirit. The word of truth had free course to ma- 
ny souls ; asseinbla, ges for prayer and spiritual con- 
verse were almost daily: in fact, from many an 
humble, broken, and contrite heart, proceeded the 
anxious inquiry, “ What shall I do to be saved ?” 
—-and a goodly number, we trust, were enabled to 
exercise faith in Jesus and to rejoice in the pre- 
cious hopes of the Gospel. The addition to our 
communion was very considerable in the course 
of afew months. Thus “ the Lord has done great 
things for us, whereof we are glad.” 

In St. Bartholomew’s Parish the means of grace 
are generally well attended, and the humbling 
truths of the Gospel of Jesus are favourably re- 
ceived, so that we have reason to hope that God 
is here preparing a peculiar people for himself. 
An unusual number have been added. to our com- 
munion within the last six months.--Phdl. Ree. 





REVIVALS IN PEN 

Extract of a lelterto the Editor of the Pittsburg 

Recorder, from the Rev. Nathaniel R. Snowden, 

of Kiiianing, Pa. about 35 miles N. E. of Pitts- 
burg, dated. hug. 30th, 1825. 


NSYLVANIA,. 


It may gratify the friends of Zion at a distance 
to hear what the Lord is doing among us, espe- 
cially as in our annual reports to the General 
Ass¢ mbly of the Presbyterian Church, we have 
not giren accounts of spe cial revivals, and awak- 
enings, in the bounds of the P: resbyteries in this 
part of Pennsylvania.—Thirty-three persons, most- 
ly youths, were pr »pounded, and twelve on certifi- 
cates, making in all 45; and we hope of such as 
shall be saved, to be received ; and they were ad- 
Presbyterian Church at Crooked 
Creek, on the last Sabbath of the last month, to 
celebrate the dying love of our dearest’Lord and 
Saviour. Many others are under conviction, and 
inquiring What they shall do to be saved, and we 
hope they may be spared to enter into God’s cov- 
enant with clear views and right conceptions of 
his love and tender mercy. This solemn and 
blessed ordinance was celebrated and enjoyed by 
communicants at three tables, two of which were 
full, and in the presence of a very numerous and 
impressed assembly. Before the ordinance of the 
Sacrament 25 persons were baptized, 12 of whom 
were adults, which added much to the solemnity. 

We had, Dear Sir, a most comfortable season 
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in Kittaning last Sabbath; Rev. Mr. Reed ap- 
pointed me in this other branch of my charge, 
when we had 17 additional nembers, and S adults 
baptized, besides children. 





REVIVALS IN NEW-YORK. 


Extract of a Letter from Moses Rowley, Esq. dated 
Governeur, NV. Y. 31st August, 1820, to the 
publisher of the Christian Watchman. 


T am happy to inform you, that the reformation 
here still continues. It really seems that the Lord 
is working wonders in this place. I never knew 
a revival so general, as this one has been; and it 


now appears to be spreading in the remote parts of 


the town. There has not been a Sabbath since 
the 5th of June, but what more or less have been 
baptized. Last Sabbath there were five. Some 
others also have related their Christian experi- 
ence, and expect to be baptized next Sabbath. 
Sixty-six have been added by baptism, and a num 
ber by letter; so that our little church, which be- 
fore consisted of about 93 members, now consists 
of about 175. Probably the Presbyterian Society 
has increased about the sane. The town of De- 
kalb, we hope, has experienced some of the influ- 
ence of the Holy Spirit. Iunderstand that a few 
there have recently been brought to believe. The 
town of Fowler (adjoining us) appears to ne shar- 
ing with us in the rich blessing. A number are 
now under deep conviction, and some have been 
broughit into gospel liberty. 


COLLEGIATE RECORD. 


The following summary view of the graduates at 20 dif- 
ferent Colleges at the late Commencements, is copied 
from the Recorder and Telegraph. The dates refer to 
the time of Commencement; and the honorary degrees 
of A. M. and A. B. are not included. 





AM. A.B 
Washington College, Va. = April 9 _— i] 
Jniversity of North Carolina, — 38 
St. Mary's College, Md. July 18 a 4 
University of Penn. July 28 2) 14 
Alleghany College, Pa. July 29 — 7 
Dickinson College, Pa. July 6 os 19 
Transylvania Univ. Ky. July 13 21 32 
Union College, N. Y. Aug. 3 28 62 
Columbia College, N. Y, Aug. 9 _ 21 
Burlington College Vt. Aug. 17 — 13 
Middlebury College, Vt. Aug. 17 15 16 
Amherst College, Mass. Aug. 24 3 23 
Dartmouth College, N.H. Aug. 24 28 26 
Hamilton College, N. Y. Aug. 24 5 23 
Harvard University, Mass. Aug. 31 33 58 
Waterville College, Me. Aug. 31 3 11 
Brown University, R. L. Sept. 7 16 48 
Bowdoin College, Me. Sept. 7 10 37 
Williams College, Mass. Sept. 7 10 19 
Yale College, Conn. Sept. 14 38 68 
Total, 231 548 
—--— 


CHEROKEE MISSION. 


We take pleasure im publishing the following letter 
from the Rev. Mr. Butrick, missionary in the Cherokee 
Nation, to Mr. J. P. Northup, of Cornwall, Con. 

COMMUNICATED FOR THE INTELLIGENCER. 
Willistown, Cherokee Nation, August 15, 1825. 
Dear Sir, 


Though a stranger, my acquaintance with 
your beloved daughter, Mrs. Ridge, will doubtless 
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render a few lines acceptable. F-should not how- 
ever have taken the liberty to write at this time, 
were it not fora letter lately received by Mr. Ells- 
worth, from brother D. Carter, stating reports in 
circulation relative to Mr. Ridge’s abusing his 
wife. Mr. Ridge has not seen this letter, and I 
hope never will. I think he has been sufficiently 
abused already. I dohope, my dear friends, that 
you will not suffer your minds to be disturbed by 
any false rumors or flying reports that may be de- 
signed further to injure his reputation, and black- 
en more and more the character of the inoffensive 
aborigines. I say inoffensive, becanse I consider 
them so in comparison with many of their envious 
and malicious white neighbours. 

Ihave long been acquainted with Mr. Ridge, 
and his family connexions. And when he wrote 


}to obtain permission to mairy your daughter, his 


mother showed me the letter, and requested my 
advice. Jtold her that a white woman would be 
apt to feel above the common Cherokees, and that 
I should think her son would promise more useful- 
ness to his people, were he to be connected with 
them in marriage. His mother wrote to him, and 
I believe refused her consent, until he wrote a sec- 
ond time, stating more particularly his affection for 
the young lady. Little did any of us think, that by 
this marriage he would expose himself to the ha- 
tred and slander of thousands who bear the Chris- 
tian name, ina Christian land. The father of 
Mr. Ridge, is at home, just what you saw hin to 
be at Cornwail, a gentleman. His mother, a pious 
devoted Christian, is also a lady. They live, 
not like common white people in the southern 
country, but will rank among the first. J. Ridge 
and his wife live withthem. ‘They have an apart- 
ment by themselves. And as I have understood 
by the Cornwall students, your daughter dresses 
richer, and appears more like a lady, than when at 
Cornwall. I am confident of this, that she is not 
called toengage in any manual labour further 
than she pleases: and has universally appeared 
cheerful and contented, whenever Ihave seen her 
at their house. 

Another report, we understand, has been circu- 
lated at Cornwall, injurious to the youth who have 
been educated there:—viz. that these Indian 
vouth, have nearly all turned back to their hea- 
then ways. Where this report originated, is un- 
known to us, but lam happy to state that it is ut- 
terly false, with respect to. the Cherokee youth.— 
Br. D. Brown youknow. He continues the same, 
an ornament to the church of Christ, a bright and 
shining light among his people. Br. E. Boudinot 
continues also the same; and, if virtue, piety, and 
sound knowledge can recommend a youth, he 
would evidently adorn your distinguished circles 
in Connecticut. His mother is a most devoted 
lovely follower of Jesus, as far as we can judge by 
the fruit ; and his father, and brothers, and sisters, 
are an honor to their nation, Br. D. Tauchee- 
chee is also the same, and is now engaged in the 
service of the mission as an interpreter. Br. T. 
Bassel is at present a steady, moral, Christian 
member of the church at Brainerd. Br. John 
Vaun likewise continues steady, and attends meet- 
ing at Spring-place Why then should it be said 
that these dear youth have turned back to their 
heathen practices? The truth is, they were not 
heathen when they went to Cornwall. Most of 
them, from early childhood had enjoyed a Chris- 
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tian education in the family of our excellent Fa- 
ther and Mother Gambold. 

Dear Sir, vou will forgive this hasty scrawl— 
the more readily, as my feelings have been much 
hurt this day, by seeing in a public paper trom the 

North, our dear br. Boudinot and Miss Harriet R. 
Gould held up to public censure and reproach, for 
a proposed marriage, as if heaven and earth ‘had 
combined to keep the Indians forever in the low- 

est state of degradation. 

Yours respectfully, 
D.S. BUTRICK. 


Pp. S.—My dear friends, Mr. and Mrs. N. I per- 
fectly agree with the sentiments and statements in 
the foregoing letter. Mr. John Ridge is a man of 
influence in the nation, and a member of the Na- 
tional Committee. Your danghter is much res- 
pected and beloved here. I hope that the people 
of Connecticut, for whom J have much Civistian 
affection, will not cease to pray for the prosperity 
of Zion in this part of the world. My love to br. 
DD. Carter, and to all friends in Cornwall. The 
ford bless you, and fill you with his holy love. 


Yours affectionately, 
DAVID BROWN. 





FOR THE RELIGIOUS INTELLIGENCER. 


EXPOSITION OF ROMANS v. 14. 


“ Nevertheless death reigned from Adam to 
Moses, even over them, who had not sinned after 
the similitude of Adam’s transgression, who is the 
figure of him that was to come.” 

“To ascertain the import of this passage, a care- 
ful attention is necessary to the subject and con- 
nection. The connection shews, tl'at the Apostle 
is discoursing on the introduction of sin into the 
world, and of the universal extent of sin among 
the children of men. His object is to illustrate the 
mode of justification by Christ, and the transcen- 
dent excellence of that salvation, which is secured 
to all believers through his mediation. In verse 
12th, he connects sin and death and affirms, that 
by “one man sin entered the world, and death by 
sin, and so death passed upon all men, for that all 
have sinned.” This connexion of sin and death 
clearly recognized death as the consequence of sin, 
and formed the basis of the Apostle’ s argument in 
proof of the universal extent of sip from the uni- 
versal reign of death over the descendants of Ad- 
am. In verse 13th, he asserts that sin was in the 
world before the time, when the law was revealed, 
referring manifestly to the revelation made by Mo- 
ses, and yet he affirms, that “sin is not imputed 
where there is no law.” Of course, as sinners, 
men then transgressed some law with which they 
Were so far acquainted, as to be under obligation 
to obey it, and accordingly death te igned over all 
who lived in that period of time. Nevertheless 
death reigned fiom Adam to Moses, even over 
them, that had not sinned after the similitude of 
Adam’s transgression.” To suppose that this imn- 
plies, that there were some who had no sin, over 
whom death reigned, is to overlook the import of 
the Apostle’s argument. He argues the sinfulness 
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of all Adam’s descendants, from the fact, that they 
are all subject to death, one of the consequienc es of 
his apostacy. Now were the Apostle’s assertion to 
imply, that in the period from Adam to Moses, 
some died, who were in no sense sinners, instead 
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of helping him forward in lis reasoning, it would 
destroy the whole argument. The matter of fact 
stated is, that death reigned during that peiod of 
the w orld over those, who had not sinned after the 
similitude of Adam’s transgression; not over such 
as had not sinned at all. A similitude is brought 
into view, setting forth a distinction between Ad- 
am) as a sinner, and his posterity as sinners, living 
and dying under the sentence of death passed on 
him after his fall. What is the import of this si- 
militude 2? Dr. Taylor supposes, that it relates 
sinply tothe law, and teaches that they were not 
placed under law, so as to incur the penaity of 
death for their own sins. This paraphrase is the 
following. © Death had an uninterrupted domin- 
ion over mankind, even over those who did notsin, 
as Adam did, against law, making death the pen- 
ality of their sin; because that during that period, 
mankind were not usder law, and therefore it is 
evident every single man. did not in this manner 
forfeit life for himself; life was forfeited by one 
general common cause,—the sinof Adom.” This 
paraphrase supposes, that in that period of the 
world men were exempt from law in such a man- 
ner, as not to be able to commit sin that would be 
a forfeiture of life, of course, that they did not die 
because they were personally sinners, but because 
of Adam’s one sin. On this principle it does not 
appear, that their subjection to death was any 
proof of their personal sinfulness, but only proof 
that their life had been forfeited by Adain’s one 
sin. They might be holy or sinful; in either case, 
their life was forfeited, not by any act of their own, 

but by an act of Adam. Besides on Dr. T aylor’s 
construction, it does not appear how they could be 
personally sinners, for he saith, “after Adam’s 
transgression the law was abrogated,” and evident- 
ly means that they were not under - law, so as to 
commit sin worthy of death. But if they were 
not under law in some sense, how could they com- 
mit any sin? Where no law is, there can be no 
transgression. If by law Dr. Taylor means cove- 

nant of works onder which Adam was placed, when 
he saith the law was abrogated, we grant it; but 
we deny that the moral law was abrogated, or that 
as,ina fallen state men ceased to be under law. 
Though they were without the moral code as em- 
bodied and revealed by Moses, still the moral law, 
as written in their consciences and as enforced by 
reason, Was in the world and was obligatory on 
young and old. As we have seen in verse 13th, 
the Apostle asserts, that sin was in the world, upto 
the time the law was revealed by Moses, and in the 
same verse, he clearly teaches that as sinners, men 
were transgressors of law; as sinners they were 
subjected to death, and stood in need of the bles- 
sinus of the gospel; of course the woiversal reign 
of death proved not only that they partook in the 
consequences of Adain’s sin, but were also them- 
selves personally sinners. The general explana- 
tion which has been given of the phrase—“ even 

over them that had not sinned after the similitude 

of Adam’s transgression,” is, that the Apostle in 
this place referred to the case of infants, to those 
who died in childhood, or when bereft of reason. 
Ic was a well known fact, that vast multitudes 
must have died in infancy, without the knowledge 
of law and duty which Adam had, and who, in 

whatever sense they were sinners, did not sin ai 

ter the similitude of his transgression. Though 
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ing in the Apostle’s reasoning, it is still questiona- 
ble whether this comes up to the full import of his 
intended meaning. ‘The clause, * who is the fig- 
ure of him that was to come,” designates Adam 
in his public capacity as the head of his race, and 
the similitude réferred to, may be supposed to com- 
prise ihe circumstances in which Adam was pla- 
ced—the knowledge he had—the threatening un- 
der which he acted—his holiness up to that time, 
and the consequences of hts disobedience in appli- 
cation to his posterity. His posterity could not 
sin as he did in these respects, because his trans- 
gression was that of a public character, and his 
first sin is that which destroyed him and brought 
ruin on his race. 

In this view of the subject, it is apparent that 
the sinfulness of his posterity, though in conse- 
quence of his transgression, Was not in circumstan- 
ces hkeit. As he, by divine constitution concern- 
ing the race, occasioned the siuiulness of his pos 
terity, and consequently brought them into a state 
of condemnation; so by contrast ia relation to his 
posterity, he wasa “fignre of him who was to 
come,” i. e. of Christ who also asa public charac- 
ter would fully remove the eifects of Adam’s fall 
from all. who should believe on his name, i.e. all 
his spiritual seed. Adam and Christ are brought 
into view as two public heads. Adam was tle 
head of his natural descendants. Christ is the 
head of all believers. As Adaim’s disobedience 
caused the ruin of his posterity, so Christ’s obedi- 
ence and death secured the salvation of those, 
who are related to hii by faith. Adam is exhibi- 
ted in relation to his posterity, as his conduct affec- 
ted them. Christ is exhibited in relation to his 
people, as his righteousness and substitution pro- 
cure blessings en them. His people include the 
whole number of believers, i. e. all who are made 
partakers in the saving benefits of his death. The 
contrast between Adam and Christ has more res- 
pect to the consequences of their conduct, than to 
their personal qualities. The ruin, which came 
through Adam upon his posterity, extended to all 
his race; and the salvation by Christ from this 
ruin, extends in its application to all who are 
brought to believe on his name. 

It is true, some have argued universal redemp- 
tion from whatis said of Christ in this chapter.— 
They suppose that the saving benefits of Christ’s 
mediation are to be understood, as commensurate 
with the extent of sin in our world, and that they 
are designed to counteract the effects of his fall in 
relation to every one of his descendants ; and hence 
they conclude, that at the resurrection there will 
be a universal restoration to life and to blessedness 
in the future world. We agree that the mediation 
of Christ opens a way for the restoration of all 
men, and places before all, so far as the gospel is 
published terms of reconciliation. 
God in the plan of salvation appears triumphant 
and glorious in all the mercy displayed towards a 
fallen world. And no more suléering nor merit, on 
the part of Christ would be required, were all sin- 
ners to be pardoned. The sufficiency of the atone- 
ment for the salvation of all men is a very differ- 
ent thing from its application ; and is no proof that 
all men will be saved, although by means of it they 
are placed on trial im this life. Redemption in- 
volves conditions to be complied with on the part 
of sinners, and when the blessings of redemption 
are exhibited by Christ, as securing the obedience 
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of many, which is the case in the chapter before 
us, he is spoken of in reference to believers and be- 
lievers alone. In this chapter when le is contras- 
ted with Adam, in illustration of the blessings of 
salvation actually secured to Adam’s posterity, it 
isin application to believers. Christ is the consti- 
tuted head of all who believe,—he is under cove. 
nant promise to keep thei unto the end of life,— 
but no such promise is made to unbelievers. Sal- 
vation is not to those who continue in sin, but for 
thase in whom the power of sin is subdued ; they 
are the many who are constituted righteous, and 
who are justified, towards whom grace is made to 
abound, and in whom grace shall reign unto eter- 
nal life. ‘Thus is redemption limited to believers, 
and it is of the blessings of redemption, of which 
the Apostle speaks in this chapter. The sufficien- 
ey of Christ’s atonement for the salvation of all 
nen isa truth fully taught in the Bible, but not a 
(ruth particularly illustrated in this chapter, It 
miust be shewn, that this sufficiency of the atone- 
inent does ensure the repentance and obedience of 
all men, otherwise it can be no proof, that all men 
will be saved. But the Bible is full in testimony, 
that some will not believe nor obey, and concern- 
ing all such, it pronounces that they are in condem- 
nation. Ife that believeth not is condemned al- 
ready :” “he that believeth not the Son shall not 
see life, but the wrath of God abideth on him.”— 
Sinners, who reject the atonement of Christ and 
persevere ib impenitence are under condemnation, 
and remaining in this condition can never escape 
punishment. Deliverance from sin is one part of 
the salvation of the gospel. Impenitent men who 
cry peace and safety while they continue in sin, 
and flatter themselves, that there is no hell, and 
will be no future state of woe, are treasuring up to 
themselves wrath against the day of wrath. Their 
case is one which oughtto fill them with dread, 
for they are out of the ark of safety provided in the 
gospel, and have no shelter from the wrath that is 
to come. 


COMMUNICATED. 


THEOLOGICAL SCHEME, SUGGESTED FROM EPH. 
ili. 8---11 inclusive. 


The unsearchable riches of Christ, to make all 
men see what is the fellowship of the mystery, 
which from the beginning of the world hath been 
hid in God, who created all things by Jesus Christ ; 
to the intent that now unto the principalities and 
powers in heavenly places, might be known by 
the church, the manifold wisdom of God, accor- 
ding to the eternal purpose, which he purposed in 
Christ Jesus the Lord. 

It was the eternal purpose of God, to create a 
universe of intelligent creatures, endowed with the 
powers and capacities for happiness; which bap- 
piness should result from the exercise of the nat- 
ural powers, in the way of obedience to certain 
Llaws, necessarily resulting from the divine na- 
ture, and the relation of the creature to the Cre- 
ator. ‘The creature thereby discovering the glory 
and plenitude of goodness, in the divine attributes ; 
as subsisting in, and as emanating from the Tri- 
ane perfections of the Godhead. 

So at what epoch the creative will should ope- 
rate, the plan before him was a scheme of infinite 

d, and as fructified by the divine will was in- 
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fulness necessary to a finite capacity in an ever- 
lasting progress towards perfection. 

Can such a plan exist not containing in it the 
system of good to a certain degree, to which de- 
gree it must come, beyond which it cannot pass: 
to fail in the former, or exceed inthe latter, would 
alike mar the plan, would render the scheme in- 
complete, and chargeable with imperfection. 


THE LABORIOUS MINISTER. 


The late Rev. Tuomas Scort, author of the 
celebrated Commentary for many years perform- 
ed the most Jaberious duties: at four o’clock in 
the morning of every alternate Sunday, winter as 
well as summer, the watchman gave one heavy 
knock at the door, and Mr. S. and an old maid 
servant arose—for he could not go cut without 
bis breakfast. He then set forth to meet a con- 
gregation at St. Margaret’s Church, Lothbury, 
about three miles and a half off ; here he had 
about two or three hundred auditors, and admin- 
istered the Sacrament each time, He used to ob- 
serve, thatifat any time, in his early walks through 
the streets in the depth of winter, he was tempted 
to complain, the view of the newsinen equally 
alert, and fora very different object, changed his 
repinings into thanksgivings. From the ‘city he 
returned home, and about ten o’clock assembled 
his family to prayers ; immediately after which he 
proceeded to the Lock Chapel, where he perfor- 
med the whole service, with the administration 
ofthe sacrament on the alternate Sundays when 
he did not go to Lothbury. His sermons were 
composed in about an hour, and took about the 
same time in delivery—yet, so far from being 
crude or destitute of thought, they were rather 
overcharged with matter, and were too argumen- 
tative for the generality of hearers. In the after- 
noon, he engaged in his lectureship at St. Mil- 
dred’s, Bread Street, nearly as far as Lothbury, 
after taking his dinner withont sitting down. His 
sermon was prepared by the way, for the bustle of 
the streets of London did not occasion any inter- 
ruption to his meditations: he would generally 
rather prepare his sermons walking than in his 
study. Thus he could not go less than 14 miles 
ona Sabbath, and frequently performed the whole 
on foot, besides the three services, and at times a 
fourth sermon at Long Acre Chape ‘1, or elsewhere, 
on his way homme in the evening, and then he con- 
cluded the whole with family prayer, and that pot 
very short. He even did all this soon afier, if not the 
very Sunday after he had broken a rib by falling 
down the cabin stairs of a Margate packet; and 
from an asthmatic complaint, he rarely passed a 
week atthe time without taking an emetic. But 
bis heart was in his work, and he was a devoted 
servant of Christ. His week days were also pas- 
sed in ministerial duties, preaching at least four 
times between the = Sabbath, and pursuing other la- 
borious studies, which his Conimentary would tes- 
tify; and his relaxation seemed to be talking ove: 
some text when he met his family. His stated 
emoluments for his ministerial labours, great as 
they were, for some time did not amount to more 
than £119. 15s. per annum : namely—at the Lock 
Chapel, £80. half of which necessarily went for 
rent and taxes ; St. Milread’s, £30.; and St. Mar- 
garet’s, £9. 153. per annum. From some kind 
friends he received other helps. 


The Laborious Minister.—Christian Firmness. 





ee ee 





283 


PRAYER MEETINGS IN THE EPISCO- 
PAL CHURCH. 

We believe that those social meetings, which in 
this country are denominated prayer meetings, 
are but little known in the Church of England. 
But in some parishes of that depomination in this 
country, they have been established and greatly 
blessed. Some time since, a Layman in Rhode 
Island, having witnessed their good effects, pub- 
licly recommended thei in the Gospel Advocate. 
He was, however, opposed by the editors of that 
respectable publication, and his pieces were final- 
ly excluded. ‘The persevering layman, however, 
has found his way to the public ear, through the 
medium of the Philadelphia Recorder. There 
can be but little duubt that be will eventually carry 
his point, if he continues to use arguments as con- 
vineing as the following, which we copy from his 
last communication :— 

“The good effects produced by the establish- 
ment of prayer-meetings in one parish of Rhode 
Island, will now be stated. They were commen- 
ced in 1814, with the consent and approbation of 
the Rector, by two pious young laymen, then 
members of a college, who were soon after assist- 
ed by other pious young men, whose attentions 
were turned to religicn and the ministry, and in 
succession to the number of nineteen. Of these 
vineteen, eleven have received orders inthe church, 
two have given in their names as candidates for 
orders, and the other six preach the gospel to ac- 
ceptance, not in the church. Of those who are 
in orders, or candidates, seven were of other deno- 
minations, one of whom was a Baptist minister. 
Several of the above received their first religious 
impressions, and became first attached fo our lit- 
urgy, by joining in the services of ourchurch, with 
which these meetings have invaria’ tly commenced. 
Inthe autumn of 1814 and winter of 1815 aud 
1816, it pleased the Great Head of the Church ‘to 
pour out his Spirit? in a wonderful manner, to 
bless the evangelical labours of their excellent 
Rector, by making the gospel he preached ‘the 
power of God unto salvation’ to many of his hear- 
ers; and to bless also the means of grace used in 
oe meetings, under the management of young 

lay brethren. About seventy persons, from Sa 
teen to seventy years of age, were added to the 
communion ina few months, afier giving good 
testimony to the rector of being * born of the Spir- 
i and ‘ made new creatures in Christ Jesus.’ The 
greater pait of these were of other denominations. 
Many others, not Episcopalians, having received 
their first religious impressious al our prayer meet- 


ings, being ‘convinced of sin and converted to 
holiness,’ through their instrumentality, joined 


other churches. Time and room would fail the 
writer, were he to detail the great advantages re- 
sulting from this source, under the divine blessing ; 
in building up the cause of our Divine Master 
and his Churci.”— Zion's Herald. 





CHRISTIAN FIRMNESS. 
A Yorkshire tradesman, some time ago, accom- 
modated a merchant of his acquaintance, with a 
sct of men to sort a quantity of wool. This hap- 


pened on the Saturday, and the wool was wanted 
inmedtately. 
work, but were not able to finish that night. 


The men, twelve in number, fell! to 


The 
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merchant on perceiving this, requested tke men 
to attend punctually in the morning, as the busi- 
ness he stated would admit no delay. One of 
these persons was a member of our society, and 
well known to the wool sorters, as a man of sound 
Christian principles. He heard the charge given, 
and the reason assigned for it; and he also heard 
the workmen muttering among themselves, and 
making allusions to him. The initials of our 
friend’s name were J.S. Now J. S. was a man 
of courage, in the cause of his Lord and Master, 
and though of simple manners, his address was so 
easy and unaffected, that he could reprove a su- 
perior, or an equal, ina way which was seldom 
found offensive. This gave him a considerable 
ascendency among his fellow workmen, and his 
services as spokesinan were often called into exer- 
cise. As J.S.’s motto was always truth, and his 
reputation in that point of view well established, 
he commonly obtained a patient hearing from his 
employer, even in cases whea no other person da- 
red open his lips. In the present instance, the 
honour of God and religion were at stake. J. 5. 
therefore came forward, and with honest counte- 
nance, and Christian feeling, looking the merchant 
full in the face, he delivered the following address ; 
—*Do you not know, sir, that to-morrow is ‘the 
Sabbath of the Lord thy God ; in it thou shalt not 
do any work, thon, nor thy son, nor thy daughter, 
nor thy man-servant, nor thy maid-servant, nor 
thy cattle, nor the stranger that is within thy gates ?” 
Oh ! sir, do but consider——what is a man prefited 
if he should gain the whole world, and lose his own 
soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for 
his soul?” See Christian reader, the foree of 
truth: on hearing these words, the merchant’s 
countenance instantly fell, and turning pale, he 
made this honourable reply :—* Well, my lad, if 
this be the case, I will not desire you to break the 
Sabbath.”—* Sir,” continued the man of God, “I 
will call you early on Monday morning, and we 
will finish the work as quickly as possible.” Mon 

day morning came, J. S. redeemed his pledge— 
the work was soon completed—and all the men 
were liberally paid for the job. This done, the 
merchant turned to J. S, and said with marked 
approbation, “ Here, my man, is two and six pence 
for you.” How adinirable is Christian firmness! 
and how true is that saying, “ Godliness is profit- 
able to all things: having promise of the life that 
now is, and that which is to come.” 


MR. SAMUEL HARRIS. 

Col. Samuel Harris, of Pittsylvania, Virginia, 
was converted and called to preach about the year 
1758; on which he quit all his honorary and Ju 
crative offices, and applied himself to the work of 
an Kvangelist. A train of seriousness followed 
him, and for a number of years, he was more bles- 
sed of God, than any man in the southern states. 
His preaching was not much franght with the 
wisdom of man, but so full of simplicity, zeal, and 
the Holy Ghost, that judgment and eternity would 
seem to be present before himself and lis hearers. 
His heart was so full of burning love to the souls 
of men that his domestic concerns fell into de 
rangement, while he was seeking to plick them as 
brands out of the fire. Finding, at length, the ab- 
solute need of providing more grain for his fam. 
ily than his plantation had produced, he went to a 
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man (whose name I do not retain) who owed him 
a sum of money, and addressed him thus. 

Harris. Sir, 1 would be very glad if you would 
letme havea little money. 

Man. Mr. Harris, L have no money by me, and 
therefore cannot oblige you. 

H. 1 want the money to purchase wheat for my 
family ; as you have raised a good crop of whiear, 
i will take that article of you, instead of the mon- 
ey, at a current price. 

M. Ihave another use for my wheat and can- 
not let you have it. 

H. What will you do? 

M. 1 never intend to pay you until you sue me, 
and therefore you inay begin your suit as soon as 
you please. 

H. {To himself.|) “ Alas! what shall I dor-— 
Shall Lleave preaching fora vexatious law-suit ? 
Perhaps a thousand souls wlil perish in that time. 
I will not. Well, what will you do Harris? This 
I will do; I will sue him at the court of heay- 
en.” 

Having resolved whatto do, the Colonel retired 
into the wood, and falling on his knees before the 
Lord, opened his mouth to this effect :— Lord 
Jesus thou hast redeemed my soul from hell and 
sin; and thou hast called me to preach faith and 
repentance to my fellow-men; but while I am do- 
ing it, my family is like to suffer. Blessed Jesus, 
aman owes me and will not pay me unless I sue 
him. Iam ina great strait, O Lord! teach me 
what to do.” 

In this address, the Colonel had such a near- 
ness to God, that, to use his own words, Jesus said 
to him, “I will enter bondsman for the man—you 
keep on preaching and omit the lawsuit—TI will 
take care of you, and see that you liave your pay.” 
Mr. Harris felt well satisfied with his security, but 
thought it unjust to hold a man a debtor, when 
Jesus had assumed payment. He therefore wrote 
a receipt in full of all accounts which he had 
against the man, and dating it in the woods, where 
Jesus entered bail, he signed it with his own name. 
Going the next day by the man’s house to attend 
a meeting, he called a little negro tothe gate, 
gave him the receipt, and bid him give it to his 
master. On returning from meeting, the man 
hailed him and said — 

M. Mr. Harris, what did you mean by the re- 
eeipt which you seut me by the boy ? 

H. I meant just as I wrote. 

M. You know sir, [ have never paid you. 

H. Yes sir, I know it, I know moreover that 
you said you never would except [ sued you. But, 
sir, I sued you at the court of heaven, and Jesus 
entered bail for you, and [thought it would be un- 
just to hold youin debt when I got so good securi- 
ty, and therefore I sent you this receipt. 

M. I insist upon it, it shall not close in this man- 
ner. 

H. T am well satisfied-—Jesus will not fail me. 
Farewell. 

A few days after this, the man loaded his wag- 
on with wheat, and carried it to Mr. Harris. 





From the Arminian Magazine, of 1794. 


ANECDOTE OF THE REV. MR. BERRIDGE. 


About two years ago, a gentleman, in company 
with a neighbouring minister, visited Mr. Berridge 
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at Everton. The gentleman requested Mr. Ber- 
ridge, if agreeable, to favour them with a few out- 
lines of his life. The venerable old man among 
other things, gave them the following curious nar- 
ration : 

“Soon after I began to preach the gospel of 
Christ at Everton, the church was filled from the 
villages around us, and the neighbouring clergy 
felt themselves hurt at their churches being deser- 
ted. The squire of my own parish, too was much 
offended. He did not like to see so many stran- 
gers, and be so incommoded. Between them 


both it was resolved, if possible, to turn me out of 
my living. For this purpose, they complained of 


me to the bishop of the diocese, that [ had preach- 
ed out of my own parish. I was soon after sent 
for by the bishop; I did not much like my errand, 
but I went. 

“ When I arrived, the bishop accosted me ina 
very abrupt manner :—‘ Well, Berridge, they tell 
me you go about preaching out of your own par- 
ish. Did Linstitute you tothe livings of A——y, 
or E n or P n? No, my lord,’ said I, 
‘neither do I claim any of these, livings ; the cler- 
gymen enjoy them undisturbed by me.’ ‘ Weil, 
but you go and preach there, which you have no 
right to do.’ ‘Itis true, my lord, I was one day 
at E n, and there were a few poor people as- 
sembled together, and I admonished them to re- 
pent of their sins, and to believe in the Lord Je- 
sus Christ for the salvation oftheir souls; and I 
remember seeing five or six clergymen that day, 
my lord, all out of their own parishes upon E n 
Bowlinggreen.’ ‘Poh! said the Bishop, ‘I tell 
you, vou have no right to preach out of your own 
parish ; and if you do not desist from it, you will 
very likely be sent to Huntingdon jail.’ ‘ As to 
that, my lord,’ said I, ‘I have no greater liking to 
Huntingdon jail than cther people ; but I had ra- 
ther go thither with a goed conscience, than live 
at my liberty without one.’ Here the bishop look- 
ed very hard at ine, and very gravely assured me, 
‘that T was beside myself, and that in a few 
months time [ should either be better or worse.’ 
‘Then,’ said 1, ‘imy lord, you may make yourself 
quite happy in this business; for if I should be 
better, you suppose I shal! desist from this prac- 
tice of my own accord ; and, if worse, you need 
not send me to Huntingdon jail, as 1 shall be pro 
vided with an accommodation in bediam.’ 

“ His lordship now changed his mode of attack. 
Instead of threatening, he began to entreat:— 
‘ Berridge,’ said ke, ‘ you know I have been your 
friend, and I wish to be so still. Tan constantly 
teazed with the complaints of the clergymen 
around you. Only assure me that you will keep 
fo your own parish; you may do as you please 
there. I have but little time to live: do not bring 
down my grey hairs with sorrow to the grave. 

* At this instant, two gentlemen were announ- 
ted, who desired to speak with the bishop. ‘ Ber- 
ridge,’ said he, ‘go to your inn, and come agaia 
atsuch an hour, and dine with me.’ I went, and 
o enteringa private room, fell immediately on 
my knees. I could bear threatening, but knew 
hot how to withstand entreaty ; especially the en- 
'reaty of a respectable old man. At the appoiot- 
ed time, I returned.— At dinner, I was treated with 
great respect. The two gentlemen also dined 
wihus. J found they had been informed who I 
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was, asthey sometimes cast their eyes towards me 
in some such manner as one would glance ata 
monster. After dinner the bishop took me into 
the garden. ‘ Well, Berridge,’ said he, ‘have 
you considered of my request?’ ‘I have, my lord,’ 
said I, ‘and have been upon my knees concern- 
ing it.” * Well, and will you promise me, that 
you will preach no more out of your own parish 2’ 
‘It would afford me great pleasure,’ said I, ‘to 
comply with your lordship’s request, if I could do 
it with a good conscience. lam satisfied, the 
Lord has blessed my labours of this kind, and I 
dare not desist.’ ‘A good conscience!’ said the 
bishop, ‘do you not know that itis contrary to the 
canons of the church?’ ‘There is one canon, 
my lord,’ I replied, ‘which saith, Go preacn 
THE GOSPEL TO EVERY CREATURE. ‘ But why 
should you wish to interfere with the charge of 
other men? One man cannot preach the gospel 
to all men.’ If they would preach the gospel 
themselves, said [, ‘ there would be no need of my 
preaching it to their people; but as they do noi, 
I cannot desist? The bishop then parted with me 
in some displeasure. I returned home, not know- 
ing what would befal me; but thankful to God 
that I had preserved a conscience void of offence. 
I took no measures for my own preservation, 
but divine providence wrought for me in a way 
that I never expected. When I was at Clare 
Hall, I was particularly acquainted with a fellow 
of that college ; and we were both upon terms of 
intimacy with Mr. Pitt, the late lord Chatham, 
who was at that time also atthe university. This 
fellow of Clare Hall, when I began to preach the 
gospel, became my enemy, and did me some inju- 
ry, in some ecclesiastical privileges, which before 
time Lhadenjoyed. At length, however, when he 
heard that lL was likely to come into trouble, and 
io be turned out of my living at Everton, his heart 
relented. He began to think, it seems, within 
himself—we shall ruin this poor fellow among us. 
This was just about the time when I was sent fou 
by the bishop. Of his own accord he writes a let- 
terto Mr. Pit, saying nothing about my Method- 
ism but to this effect: ‘Our old friend Berridge 
has got a living in Bedfordshire, and, | am inform- 
ed, he has a squire in his parish, that gives hima 
deal of trouble, has accused him to the bishop of 
the diocese, and, it is said, will turn him out of his 
living: I wish you could contrive to puta stop to 
these proceedings.’ Mr. Pitt was at that time a 
young man, and not choosing to apply to the bish- 
op himself, spoke to a certain nobleman, to whom 
the bishop was indebted for his promotion. This 
nobleman within a few days made it his business 
to see the bishop, who was then in London. ‘My 
lord,’ said he, ‘IL am informed you have a very 
honest fellow, one Berridge, in your diocese, and 
that he has been ill treated by a litigious squire 
who lives in his parish.—-He has accused 
him, Iam told, to your lordship, and wishes to 
turn him out of his living. You would oblige me, 
if you would take no notice of that squire, and not 
suffer the honest man to be interrupted in his liv- 
ing.’ ‘The bishop was astonished, and could not 
imagine in what manner things could have thus 
got round. It would not do, however, to object ° 


he was obliged to bow compliance, and sol con- 
tinued ever aficr uninterrnpted in my sphere otf 
ACLIONe 














FILIAL INTREPIDITY. 




















In the year 1574, the Spaniards, at that time 
most inveterate enemies of the Dutch, made 
an incursion into North Holland; and, ap- 
proaching a village called Westzaen, the terri- 
tied inhabitants immediately took flight ; those 
at least who were not prevented by age and in- 
firmity. A young lad named Lambert Meliss, 
found himself at home, during these moments of 
alarm, with no other companion than a decre- 
pit mother, whom he most tenderly loved. Oc- 
cupied alone with considerations for her sate- 
ty, he never once thought of securing what was 
valuable in the house : his chiefest treasure was 
a widowed parent; and his only study was 
directed to the means of her preservation. 

This distressing circumstance occurred in 
the middle of winter, when all the waters were 
locked up by impenetrable ice. ‘There was 
none of those sledges at hand, which the Hol- 
landers use for travelling in this inclement sea- 
son: the youth therefore, hastily placed his af- 
fflicted parent ona small settle,* and thus drag- 
ged her over the ice, with the velocity of light- 
ning. 

Notwithstanding his swiftness, the Spaniards 
got some intimation of a supposed booty ; dis- 
covered the track, and followed with the ut- 
most celerity, inthe idea, and the hope of seiz- 
ing an inestimable prize. 

Meliss, seeing the enemy in close pursuit, 
and perceiving that it was impossible to outrun 
them, came to a speedy resolution of hiding his 
mother and himself in some adjacent reeds. 


Filial Intréepidity.— Happiness in Poverty. 
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In vain, however was this precaution; the 
Spaniards, too intent on their prey, discovered 
them immediately : but on examination, they 
found nothing except a helpless parent, and a 
dutiful child. Though disappointed in their 
expectations, they were nevertheless most sen- 
sibly struck at this extraordinary instance of 
filial affection. ‘Too poor themselves to bestow 
any reward on the youth, they gave him ex- 
ternal tokens of their admiration ; carefully 
avoided giving the fugitives the smallest mo- 
lestation ; and went back filled with astonish- 
ment. 
Meliss, having thus escaped the threatened 
danger, again grasped the chord with which he 
drew the vehicle along, and continued his 
course, till he reached a considerable town call- 
ed Horn: he was admitted at the western 
gate of that place ; and there his heroism, his 
dangers, and filial piety, became, in a_ short 
time, the universal theme of conversation. 
The mayor and aldermen of Horn consid- 
ered Meliss’s conduct so exceedingly meritori- 
ous, that in commemoration of so neblea deed, 
they caused a piece of sculpture to be placed 
om the top of the western gate, representing a 
young man dragging an aged woman over thie 
ice, precisely after the manner in which the 
event occurred ; and under the figures a suita- 
ble inscription was cut, which is still to be seen. 
So far did the civil power reward the virtue 
of this amiable child. But Providence had 
more in reserve for him.—Lambert Meliss re- 
mained at Horn, where a succession of for- 
tunate events enabled him to enjoy the com- 
forts of life, during the whole of his existence. 
In consequence of his merits he married mos 
advantageously ; and left a numerous poste!- 
ity, some of whom, at this moment, fill the mos! 
respectable and the most lucrative offices unde 
the government of that town. 


HAPPINESS IN POVERTY. 

An aged Cliristian female hearing of the failure 
of some wealthy pious triends, exclaimed, © Oli. 
bless the Lord for nothing! The Lord can’t take 
20,000 dollars from me. J’ve no riches but tho 
which cannot take wings and fly away.” Seeing 
the houses of some affluent Christian friends i 
flames, she cried again, “* QO! bless the Lord to 
nothing. Wve butone hause, and the day of judg: 
inent won't burn that; ‘a building ef God, ad 
house not made with hands eternal in the heat 


ens.—.V. ¥. Obs.’” 


Vermont Sunday School Union.—We are ii 
formed that at the late meeting of the Genero 
Convention of Vermont at Chelsea, the Vermov! 
Sunday School Union was organized Auxiliar! 
io the American Sunday Schoo! Union, making 
all the New-England States which have followe¢ 





* A kind of wooden chair or bench, with a back. 


the example of New Hampshire, since the form® 


| tion of her Auxiliary in Sept. 1824.---M. H, Rep 
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1825.) 


JonaTuan Littir, Esq. of New-York, has 
recently given $2,500 to endow a scholarship in 
the Theological Seminary in Prince Edward Co., 
Virginia, to be known forever by the name of Liv- 
TLE’s SCHOLARSHIP.—Family Visitor. 





Religion in Greece—The Greek Chronicle, 
published at Missolonghi, states, that the Bible So- 
ciety at that place, distributes the gospel all over 
Greece, and it is every where read with great ar- 
dour; the priests read it aloud to the assembled 
people.--- Wat. Int. 





PROPANE SWEARING JUDICIOUSLY AND SUCCESSFULLY 
REPROVED. 
A carrier in a large town in Yorkshire, heard 
his carter one day, in the yard, swearing dread- 
fully at hishorses. The carrier is a man who fears 
God, spends his Sundays as a teacher in a Sunday 
school, and endeavours to promote the spiritual 
good of his fellow creatures.—Shocked to hear 
the terrible oaths that resounded through the yard, 
he went up tothe lad, who was jost setting off his 
cart for Manchester, and kindly expostulated with 
hin on the enormity of his sin, and then added : 
“ But if thou will swear, stop till thou get through 
the turnpike gate on S moor, where none but 
thyself and God can hear.” He then put the 
Swearer’s Prayer into his hend, and wished him 
good morning. The poor fellow cracked his 
whip, and pursued his journey ; but he could not 
get over his master’s words. Some time after, his 
master observed him in the yard, and was very 
much surprised to see him so altered. ‘There was 
a seriousness and quietness about him which he 
had never seen before; and he often seeni'd as if 
he had something to say which he could not get 
out. At length his master was so struck with his 
manner, that he broke the ice by asking him if he 
wanted any thing. “Ah, master,”-said he, “do 
you remember what you said to me about swear- 
ing, and the tract you gave me? I was thunder- 
struck. I went on the road, and I got throngh 
the turnpike, and reached S moor; and 
there I thought, that, thongh I was alone, yet God 
was with me: and I trenibled to think how he had 
been with me, and had known all my sins and fol- 
lies, all my life long. My sins came to my re- 
membrance : [ was afraid that he would strike me 
dead. And Ithank God that I have been ronsed 
to seek after the salvation of my poor soul.’ The 
master, as may be supposed, was greatly rejoiced 
to hear the young man’s conlession; and it is 
gratifying to be able to add, that his diligent at- 
tendance on the means of grace, and the refor- 
mation in his conduct, give solid ground for ho- 
ping that he has not only ceased to be a swearer, 
but a slave of Satan altogether. 

Now, let Christians be hence encouraged to 
reprove vice in the meckness of wisdom. And if 
this account should meet the eye of a swearer, 
may it bring conviction home to his conscience, 
and lead him.to goand do likewise!—Zon. Bap. 
Mag. 











CONSOLATION FOR THE POOR. 
“ Therefore take no thought what shall we eat, or what 
shall we drink, or wherewithall shall we be clothed. Fo: 


Profane Swearing reproved.—Consolation for the Peor.— Obituary. 
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enly father knoweth that ye have need of all these things 

But seek ye first the kingdom of God and his righteous- 
ness and all these things shall be added unto you.” To 
some of his children God is pleased to give a large stock 
in hand, but it is comparatively to very few. Far the 
greater part are kept in immediate dependance on himself 
for daily bread, and are often afraid how they shail be pro 

vided for in their passage through the wilderness. But as 
Christ said to his disciples, (Mait. vi. 30.) “ Wherefore if 
God so clothe the grass of the field, which to-day is, aud 
to-morrow is cast into the oven, shall he not much more 
clothe you, O ye of little faith.” His ability to provide for 
his people is unquestionable, for the earth is the Lord's 
and the fulness thereof. And his willingness can no more 
be doubted, when we consider how much greater things 
he hath already dene for them. Hath he died to procure 
their pardon, and will he deny them food or raiment ?— 
Hath he provided for their souls, and will he neglect their 
bodies, when the one requires so little to be done forthem, 
and the other so much? Be of good cheer then Chris 

tians,—he that heareth the ravens when they cry, will not 
let his children starve. Corrupt nature may be ready to 
think he is starving you, if you have not goods laid up for 

many years, and that if he loved you, he would give you 
something more than daily bread, when he could better 
your circumstances so easily. But why should you ex- 
pect to be rich, when your Lord and master was £0 poor? 
If Christ make the same provision for you that he did for 

himself, what reason have you tocomplain? If you have 
a home to goto, when your blessed Lord had not where to 
lay his head, should you think much to live on the charity 

of others, when Christ himself did the same? Depend 
upon it no good thing will he withhold from them that walk 
uprighdy. You may want many things which you may 

foolishly desire, but what is really needful and proner you 

shall certainly have. -And you may thank yourselves for 
wanting what you do; you might have more if you impro- 

ved it better. 























— Obituary. 


—_—~ —— 





Diev,—lIn this city, on Saturday evening, the 24th ult. 
the Hon. Asa CHapMan, aged 54, one of the Judges ot 
the Superior Court of this State. "te 

Judge Chapman has resided in this place but about a 
year; he was however sulliicicutly Known, to be much es- 
*eemed aud respecied, by an extensive circle of acquain- 
tances, 


On the 


Sth ult. Mr. Nathan Lord, 45. 


ly of Lebanon, N. Y.; Mr. Evastus Wileox, 20; Mrs. 
Mary Butler, 25, wife of Mr. James Butler; Mr. Elijah 
Cone, 52; Mrs. Ruth Case, 29, wife of Mr. Ozias Case. 
At Norwich, on the evening of the 13th ult. Mr. Wyt- 
riaAM Larnrop, aged 24 years. He was the only son of 
the late Phomas Lathrop, Esq. and has left a widowed 
mother, and sisters, and many friends to lament his loss ; 
on the 9th alt. Mrs. —— Sharp, wife of Mr. Isaac Sharp; 
on the 10th ult. Mr. William Mayo, 52; onthe Ith, Mrs. 
Sally Williams, 50, wife of Mr. Solomon Williams ; Mrs 
Lathrop, 75, relict of Mr. Zechariah Lathrop ; Miss Ab- 
hy Robbins, 20. 

At East-Hartford, Mr. John B. Alderman, 21 
Olive Hale, 48, relict of Mr. Joseph Hale. 
Al Wethersfield, Mes. Mary Stoddard, 73. 
At. Wallingford, on the Gth ult. Isaac Williams, 17.— 
His death was occasioned by a tali from a horse ; on the 
7th, widow Mary Johnson, aged &3, 
At Saugatuck, on the Sth ult. Mrs. Sally Jesup, 55 
wile of Ebenezer Jesup, Esq. 
At Norfolk, (Va.) on the 13th ult. Mr. Edward Grannis, 
aged 54, formerly a resident of this city. 
At Meriden, Mrs. Andrews, wile of Mr. Oliver An- 
drews, 48. 

At Durham, Mr. Francis Shepard, of West-Springfield, 
Mass. 23. 
At Savbrook, (E:ssex,) Mr. Edwin Pratt, 28 
At Berlin Capt. Abraham Wright, 89, a soldier of the 
Revolution. Pe: 
At Watertown, Mrs. Ann Maria Freach, 25; Hiram 
Andrew, son of Mr. Hiraw French. 
At New- London, in a fit, Mr. Gilbert H. States. 
At Montville, Mr. Goddard Martenus, 7! 
At Entieid, Mrs. Dolly Hayden, 55, iace of Homer, 


; Mrs. 


? 





after all these things do the Gentiles seek, for your heav- 
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POETRY. 


TO A GRAY HAIR. 


Now my days are swifler than a post ; they flee away, they 
see no good. Job. ix. 25. 








Sage monitor! what brings thee here— 
ly temples why hast thou invaded ? 

I knew not that my leaf was sear, 

Though sorrow long my bow’r hath shaded. 
I pluck thee from my siartled brow, 

And ask what may tny errand be ?— 
Art come to say my sands are low, 

Nor Time will shift his glass for me ? 


That, well I know, yet sepplient ask 
Of him who levels worlds, no favor ; 
To swing his scythe is all his task, 
To stay it, not my vain endeavor. 
Why art thou of his pioneers ? 
The tyrant needs no aid of thine ; 
Lo! his broad feet are steep'd in tears, 
That round his dusky pathway shine. 


Art thou the same that once in youth, 

With my fair forehead’s ringlet twin’d thee— 
And shall [, of thy plighted truth, 

And new-trimm’d rose, at once remind thee ? 
Oj: faithless ; whither hast thou borne 

The bloom my boyhood’s check possess’d— 
Why can that peace no more return, 

Jiou bad’st to fill my artless breast! 


Com’st now to tell me, life is pain, 
And joy, a mist that sweeps the mountain ? 
And hope, a weed that shuns the plain, 
Yo die by sorrow’s chosen fountain ? 
I feel tis so—prophetic friend! 
The Stygian wave sends shadows thick :— 
And the sad eye would pierce their end 
Cirows diin—the heart is faint and sick ! 


Forth then—and mount the viewless wind, 
Gro tell the fates where thou hast lcit me— 
Communing with a sadden’d mind, 
On all whereof their frowns have ’reft me. 
Tell, how LT mourn my childhood’s joys, 
And all their sharers in the tomb ; 
And how, unmov'd, [hear a voice 
From Jordaun’s groves, that calls me home! 


If haply, on my auburh brow, 
In life’s bright morn, they trac’d thy duty ; 
Sure thou hastlearo’d to mark ere now, 
The wane of youth—of mauhood’s beauty. 
So, having watch’d me o’er the wild, 
And promis’d pleasure day by day, 
They bid thee rouse the'r heedless child, 
Aud beckon heuce, Away! away !— 


Ah! their black breath hath kiss’d the plain, 
Themselves once charg'd to bloum before me ;— 
Then wherefore shouid I seek in vain 
The blighted flow’rs they'll ne’er restore me ?— 
Take then this tear, ah, herald pale! 
“Tis my heart’s pledge to meet their doom ; 
Go, bear it thither—’tis my seal, 
And say | come—ere long, 1 come ! 


Poetry—To a gray hair.—Enmity to Missions.—Fear of the World. 
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PL TE La TE EE GE IT LE EN LI ET TITLES ETT 
ENMITY TO MISSIONS. 


He who refuses to contribute to the support of the Gos- 
pel in-heathen lands, because there are many persons in 
his ou couptry that remain unconverted, may be liken- 
edto a minister of the Gospel, who should refuse to 

reach to any individuals not members of his own fami- 
y, because there were some in it who had not experien- 
ced that the Lord is gracious. How different are their 
views of the doctrine of the Cross, who thus act, from 
those which were entertained of them by the Aposiles, 
when their risen Lord commanded them to “‘ Go into all 
the world and preach the Gospel to every creature,” uo- 
der this solemn assurance—‘ He that believeth and is 
baptized, shall be saved ; but he that believeth not shall 
be damned!”’—Col. Star. 


FEAR OF THE WORLD. 








Mr. Cecil once said to a friend—“ It is your duty to 
accept the Joan of ten thousand pounds, and to push your- 
self forward into ‘another sphere.” But he was a rare 
character: and his case was rare. His employers had 
said—* We are ashamed you should remain so long a 
servant in our house, with the whole weight of affairs on 
you. We wish yon to enter as a partner with us, and we 
will advance you ten thousand pounds. It is the custom 
of the city—it is your due—we are not easy to see you in 
your present sphere.’ Mr. Cecil toid him he thoughit,it 
was his duty to agree to this offer. But he did not pre- 
vail. Hesaid; “ Sir, L have often heard from you, that 
itis no easy thing to get to heaven. Ihave often heard 
from you, that itis no easy thing to master the world. | 
have every thing [ wish. More would burden me—in- 
crease wy difficulties—and endanger me. 


FAITH. 





If 1 have undeniable evidence that God has revealed a 
thing, | have the greatest reason to believe it, let it be eve: 
so hard to be understood. The not believing the great 
truths of the Gospel, cannot alter them. Infidels ridi- 
cule that which ought to make them tremble. Faith is 
the gift of God: it must be prayed for. What fruits have 
[toshew? DolLlive by faith? Do the promises of the 
Gospel affect me? Do the threatenings of the Gospc! 
restwain me from committing what the Gospel forbids : 
Do | govern my heart, my affections, my actions by what 
L believe will please God ¢ 


COMFORT IN AFFLICTION. 


A saint may be brought very low, but be can never fall 
below a promise : he may lose estate, friends, and health, 
aud much of the presence of God: but, if once in cove- 
nant with God, he can never lose the promise ; the word 
of the Lord endures for ever. This is my comfort. 

Aw Ovp Divine. 





“ Enemies are sharp-sighted to spy out our faults, and 
so may through the divine biessing, prove mouwitors to as, 
both with respect to sin and duty. 

_—_—_-- oo ooo > - 
NOTICE. 

.?The auniversary mecting of the New-Haven Aux- 
iliary Missionary Society, will be held on Monday eve- 
ning in the Centre Charch. A delegation from the Amer- 
ican Board will be present and we understand several ad- 
dresses are expected tobe made. We hope all who feel 





an interest in the cause of Missions will attend, and those’ 


who are indifferent, or opposed we hope will attend that 
they may become interested. 
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